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OCMS NEWS 
 
Dear OCMS Members; 
 
It is a busy time for the Original Costume Museum Society.   
 
We are coordinating the 
presentation of another season 
of exceptional programs about 
the history of fashion. Please see 
the listing of our events below. I 
look forward to seeing each of 
you at these programs. 
 
We are excited to announce that 
a new website has just been 
inaugurated. Details can be 
found in the “New Website” 
section below. Thank you to 
Steve Allat for designing and 
producing the website. His 
talents and leadership in this 
area were invaluable. 
 

 

We are also organizing a major fundraising event, “Orient Expressed”. Additional information 
about this fun-filled evening can be found below. It is important that OCMS members understand 
our great need for funds to support the work of the OCMS. It is imperative that this event be a 
financial success, because the future of the OCMS depends on it. The huge efforts of Wendy 
Nichols, James Rogers, Steve and Nila Allat, Ivan Sayers, and the rest of the Board of Trustees 
of the OCMS will pay off if we sell out this limited-seating event. Please buy your tickets right 
away. Invite friends. I hope to see each of you there, too. 
 
Several OCMS members responded to the last call for financial donations in support of the 
OCMS. Each of them has been thanked personally. This is a grateful public acknowledgment of 
and “thank you” for their generosity. 
 
Additional support is urgently needed. Please aid the OCMS by making a financial donation 
and/or by purchasing tickets to our fantastic fundraising event. Most of all, enjoy all that the 
OCMS has to offer. 
 
Donna Bryman, President 
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New Website 
 
The OCMS is pleased to announce the launch of our website. Please visit: http://www.ocms.ca 
A huge thank you to Steve Allat for designing and producing the website. 
 
                                                                  
 
OCMS EVENTS 
 
Sunday, September 21, 2008 
Fashion in the Forest: What British Columbians Wore  in 1858 
 
Ivan Sayers celebrates the 150th birthday of British Columbia with an illustrated lecture and 
display of original clothing typically worn by men, women, and children in the 1850s.  
Newspapers, magazines, and letters brought the colonists news from the world they had left 
behind, including fashion updates on fabrics, colors, and stylish shapes. Early BC photographers 
documented the local fashions worn by politicians, business people, brides, and grooms. 
Photographs of farmers, fishers, loggers, and miners also show a sense of colonial style.     
 
For those thinking of constructing a period reproduction, costumer Patrice Godin will complete the 
afternoon with suggestions for patterns, fabric choices, and hairstyles that fit an 1858 theme. 
 
Sunday, October 5, 2008 
The Costume Designer’s Process: From Concept to Cam era 
 
As movie and television industries increasingly strive for higher standards of historical accuracy in 
their productions, the authenticity of period costumes becomes essential. The creative challenges 
of developing realistic period fashion, be it glamorous or everyday or even fantastical, have led to 
a growing interest in theatrical costuming as a career.   
 
Jane Stills, costume designer and Chair of the School of Motion Picture Arts at Capilano 
University, will discuss training, options, and opportunities in costuming for stage and screen.  
Illustrating her presentation will be a display of actual wardrobe pieces worn by movie and 
television personalities. 
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Thursday, October 16, 2008 
Orient Expressed: Asian Influence on Western Fashio n 
 

 
 

The Original Costume Museum Society presents Orient 
Expressed , its first ever Gala Fundraising event at the 
Sun Sui Wah Restaurant, 3888 Main Street, Vancouver. 
This multiple-award winning restaurant, winner of this 
year’s Vancouver Magazine Best Formal Chinese 
Restaurant silver award, will be the setting for a 
sumptuous 10-course meal, tempting silent auction and 
unique historical fashion show. 
 
Before the fashion show, during the social hour and 
dinner, guests will have the opportunity to bid on an array 
of silent auction items. 
 
After a delicious dinner, Ivan Sayers will present a fashion 
show using live models wearing exquisite clothing and 
jewelry from his extensive collection. He will highlight 
Asian influences on Western fashion starting from the turn 
of the twentieth century, when the Western world, in 
search of the treasures of the East, again fell sway to the 
allure of Oriental fashion. 
 

Thursday, October 16, 2008 at 6:00 pm 
Sun Sui Wah Restaurant 
3888 Main Street, Vancouver 
Tickets: $50 per OCMS adult member / $60 per non-member / $500 for tables of 10 
Please purchase tickets before September 15, 2008 in order to guarantee the event. 
 
Tickets are available at Lace Embrace Atelier, 219 East 16th Avenue, Vancouver, 
via email at tickets@ocms.ca or by calling 604-418-1433. Our new website is www.ocms.ca.  
Check it for information about the silent auction. 
 
 
Sunday, November 2, 2008 
1960s Fashion from the Salon to the Street: Paris, London, San Francisco 
 
In the 1960s, there were three distinct “looks” in women’s fashion. The first, from 1960 to 1963, 
was dominated by the bouffant Parisian styles of the late 1950s. The second was the mod/mini 
style popularized by Carnaby Street in London.  The final style was the counter-culture, hippy 
wardrobe of San Francisco. 
 
Join Ivan Sayers as he discusses 1960s fashion and fashion icons, like Jacqueline Kennedy, 
Audrey Hepburn, and Twiggy, while showing original garments from the Original Costume 
Museum Society’s collection, including garments by Dior, Balenciaga, Heim, Givenchy, Cardin, 
Desses, Patou, Connolly, and Mary Quant. Vancouver designers, such as Lore Maria Wiener, 
Vera Ramsey, and Evelyn Roth will be represented as well. 
 
All programs are presented at 2:00 pm 
Hycroft, 1489 McRae Avenue, Vancouver 
Tickets available at the door: $20 per person 
$18 per OCMS adult member / $10 per OCMS student member 
General Admission 
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EVENTS AROUND TOWN 
 
September 4 – December 4, 2008 
English Country Dance Workshops  
Jane Austen Society of North America Vancouver Region 
 
Classes include:  

· Ball dances for the JASNA AGM Chicago 2008 
· Dances from the Jane Austen movies 
· Dances from 1650 to 1800 
· Dances that are taken from the caricature fans in the British Museum 
· Dances that were danced in 1730 New York and 1794 Virginia 
· Modern day dances with classical music and dances in the Old English style 
 
2008 – September 4, October 2, November 6, December 4 
2009 – January 22, February 5, March 5, April 2 
$40.00 for the 8 classes - 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
 
United Scottish Cultural Centre 
8886 Hudson Street, Vancouver 
Upstairs - Caberfeidh Room 
 
Please contact: Marie Disiewicz 604-574-7530 stamardez@telus.net 
http://www.jasnavancouver.ca 
 
September 5-7, 2008 
Spend on Trend  
 
Trend event showcasing Canadian designed, Canadian made, clothing, accessories and home 
decor labels. Line up early each day to be one of the first 25 people through the door and enjoy a 
fabulous goodie bag worth over $50.Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the door with $1 
from each ticket sold supporting St. Elizabeth Home Emergency Shelter for Women and Children. 
 
Scotiabank Dance Centre 
677 Davie Street, Vancouver 
http://www.bcfashionweek.com 
 
September 16, 2008 
Fall Fashion Show 
Oakridge Centre 
 

 

Wear your glam shades and be one of the fabulous people at an 
evening of beautiful style for Fall. Featuring a European style runway 
show, refreshments and prizes in support of Canuck Place 
Children’s hospice. Attendees will receive a complimentary gift 
including an Oakridge tote and purse hanger, M.A.C lipstick, $10 
Oakridge Gift Card voucher and much more!  
 
Proceeds benefit the children and families of Canuck Place 
Children’s Hospice.  
 
Purchase tickets at the Oakridge Concierge Desk starting August 
29th, $25 in advance or $30 at the door. Presented with FASHION 
Magazine. Doors open at 7:00 pm and the show starts at 8:00 pm. 
Seating is limited. 
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Oakridge Centre 
650 West 41st Avenue, Vancouver 
http://oakridge.shopping.ca/getmallevent?id=14116&mallid=oar 
 
September 22 – November 1, 2008 
Undies! Shorts, Supports and Foundations  
Exhibit at the Surrey Museum 
 
Sneak a cheeky look at unmentionables from the past. Undergarments from the renowned 
collections of fashion historians Ivan Sayers and Claus Jahnke showcase corsets, bloomers, 
petticoats, drawers and long johns. Ladies can find out what it felt like to be trussed to create an 
hourglass shape as they try on replicas of early corsets from the 1700s-1900s. Oh, how those 
bone stays made sure that women stayed in their place! Peek into the unmentionable world of 
underwear and marvel at the changes in fashion liberation from 1700 to the present. 
 
Surrey Museum 
11710 – 65 A Avenue, Surrey 
604-592-6956 
http://www.surrey.ca 
 
September 22-26, 2008 
BC Fashion Week  
 
Twice each year, concurrent with the two annual fashion seasons, the entire industry comes 
together to present ready to wear lines to a focused target audience. Globally recognized as 
"Fashion Week", these events are scheduled in many major fashion centres around the world. It 
is an opportunity for the entire industry to collectively showcase the upcoming seasons’ 
collections to trade buyers (retailers, buying houses, distributors, wholesalers, agents, potential 
franchises), the media and individual buyers. 
 
Performance Works, Grandville Island, Vancouver 
http://www.bcfashionweek.com/ 
 
October 4, 2008 
100 Years of Fashion 
Canadian Federation of University Women Victoria 
 
Ivan Sayers presents an afternoon historical fashion show on “100 Years of Fashion” for the 
Canadian Federation of University Women Victoria, who celebrate their 100th birthday in 2008. 
 
Tickets: Myrtle Siebert 250-656-7069 
http://web.uvic.ca/~canfeduw/index.html 
 
October 9, 2008 
Waisted Efforts: Corsets 1750 – 1950 
Lecture at the Surrey Musuem 
 
Ivan Sayers lectures on 200 years of the corset in conjunction with the exhibit “Undies! Shorts, 
Supports and Foundations” at the Surrey Museum. 
 
Surrey Museum 
11710 – 65 A Avenue, Surrey 
Info: Linda Montague 604-592-6950 
http://www.surrey.ca 
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October 25, 2008 
A Century of Style: 1908 – 2008 
Okanagan Historical Society 
 
Ivan Sayers presents an afternoon historical fashion show “A Century of Style: 1908 – 2008” for 
the Okanagan Historical Society in Penticton. 
 
Info: Bonnie Bodtker 250-492-5389 or Diane Lawrence 250-493-7486 
 
November 6, 2008 
Floral Representations in European Fabrics 1700-179 0 
Lecture at VanDusen Botanical Garden 
 
Ivan Sayers' presentations have done much to illuminate the customs and cultures of past eras 
as illustrated by the clothing worn at the time. Join him for an entertaining and informative 
evening exploring the use of flowers in the garments of the 18th century when clothing 
embellishment reached lavish heights. This is the period of the baroque, of silk embroidery and 
three-dimensional silk ribbon embroidery. It was also the period when Europe was introduced to 
more exotic flora from the far reaches of the globe. Gardeners, those interested in history as well 
as textile enthusiasts will be enthralled by what is sure to be a sold-out presentation.  
 
Tickets available in advance from the Administration Office as well as at the door.  
Members $10 / non-members $15 
 
In the Floral Hall at 7:30 pm 
VanDusen Botanical Gardens 
5251 Oak Street, Vancouver 
604-257-8666 
http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/parks/parks/vandusen/website/ 
 
November 9, 2008 
Historical Fashion Show 
Alberni Valley Museum 
 
Ivan Sayers presents an historical fashion show for the Alberni Valley Museum. 
 
For more information: Jean McIntosh 250-720-2501 
Alberni Valley Museum, Port Alberni 
 
November 12, 2008 
Historical Fashion Lecture 
Vancouver Quilters’ Guild 
 
Ivan Sayers presents an historical fashion lecture for the Vancouver Quilters’ Guild. 
 
For more information: Lorna Harris, 604-266-3689 
 
St. Mary’s Anglican Church 
2490 West 37th Avenue, Vancouver 
http://www.vcn.bc.ca/vqg/ 
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INTERNATIONAL EVENTS  
 
September 24 – 27, 2008 
Textile Society of America 11 th Biennial Symposium 
Honolulu, Hawai’i, USA 
 
Themed “Textiles as Cultural Expressions”, the symposium program is strongly international with 
presenters coming from East and South East Asia, the Pacific region, Europe, and the Americas. 
Ten special site seminars, exhibitions, and tours focussing largely on Asian and Pacific textiles 
are being offered throughout Honolulu at major museums, galleries and art institutions. The goal 
is to bring together symposium participants with local researchers, artists, and teachers to share 
abundant textile resources, particularly of Hawai’in, Pacific, and Asian textile traditions, many of 
which are rarely available or known outside of Hawai’i. 
 
http://www.textilesociety.org/symposia_2008.htm 
 
                                                                   
 
NEW PUBLICATIONS  
 
Forties Fashion: From Siren Suits to the New Look 
Author: Jonathon Walford 
Publisher: Thames & Hudson 
 
The definitive book on 1940s fashion in America, Europe, Australasia, and Japan. 
 

From French style under the Occupation and the "make 
do and mend" approach to wartime clothing shortages 
through issues of dress, patriotism, and propaganda to the 
rise of American fashion houses in the postwar period: 
here is a comprehensive look at the fashions and styles 
that emerged around the world during the 1940s. 
 
During the Second World War, between air raids and 
ration lines, fashion managed to express ideals of beauty, 
femininity, and luxury even though patriotic and practical 
considerations came first. The vivid text by renowned 
fashion specialist Jonathan Walford details how fashion 
was considered not a frivolity but an aesthetic expression 
of circumstances in the 1940s. While Fascist states tried  

to create "national" styles before the war began, by 1940 the pursuit of beauty was promoted on 
both sides of the conflict as a patriotic duty. 
 
From prewar to postwar, international attitudes emerge from period advertisements, images of 
real clothes, and firsthand accounts in contemporary publications. The result is a glorious 
celebration of everything from practical and smart-looking attire for air raids (hooded capes with 
large pockets and zippered jumpsuits) to street fashion and the creation of Christian Dior's "New 
Look" collection in 1947. 250 illustrations, 220 in color. 
 
Release date: November 27, 2008 
Hardcover 
ISBN-13: 978-0500514290 
$45 
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Pattern Design: Period Design Source Book 
Editor: Sian Evans 
Publisher: National Trust 
 

 

One of the world's best collections of period designs is 
brought together as an invaluable resource for designers 
of all kinds, from fabric, textile, wallpaper, and stained 
glass designers to graphic and fashion designers. This 
collection of more than 500 designs covers wallpaper, 
textiles, furnishings, costume, tiles, and ceramics. The 
designs range from medieval through renaissance and the 
19th century right up to the 1970s; from classic French 
17th-century wallpaper through William Morris 
pomegranate designs to 1950s children's wallpaper.  
 
The book is arranged by type of design and motifs—
geometric, floral, abstract, figurative—to make it as  

accessible to designers as possible. A full index at the back helps readers find the right motif, 
style, or pattern. Though the designs have a strong English flavor, there is also a healthy dose of 
the best European and Asian designs that have reached the unsurpassable National Trust 
collection. 
 
Release date: September 1, 2008 
Hardcover 240 pages 
ISBN-13: 978-1905400676 
$34.95 
 
Have a great new publication to share? Send it to us! 
 
                                                                   
 
 
WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 
Vintage Fashion Guild – Label Resource 
 
What’s in a name? The VFG’s Lizzie Bramlett knows! She has been the driving force behind the 
VFG Label Resource for 4 years, escalating it from a collection of a few designer names to a 
database of over 750 designer and ready-to-wear names. 
 

 
 
 
Each entry has at least one label image, with some lines having up to several dozen label 
images, all sorted by the approximate era of use. 
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A few of the resource entries include information contributed by the families of designers or 
companies that produced the lines. Each entry represents a significant amount of research and 
work on the part of Ms. Bramlett and assistant Tiffany Belardino. The work, as with all that goes 
into the VFG site, is done on a volunteer basis. 
 
The database has expanded every year since its inception in 2002, at the origin of the Vintage 
Fashion Guild. The Resource received a major overhaul last year, with many of the original label 
images being replaced by new, clearer shots. Labels are submitted by VFG Trade Members and 
Friends via a post to the Label Image Thread on the Public Forum.  
 
Want to know more about the label in a vintage item you have? Just check with the VFG Label 
Resource!  
 
http://www.vintagefashionguild.org/component/option,com_alphacontent/Itemid,100/��
 
Have a great costume or vintage clothing website to share? Send it to us! 
                                                                   
 
The Original Costume Museum Society  has been working towards the creation of a museum of historic fashion and 
fabric arts since 1992. During that time its members have produced exhibitions at numerous museums in the Lower 
Mainland of British Columbia and on Vancouver Island. Its members have presented historic fashion shows and 
educational programs about the history of fashion at trade schools, colleges, universities, libraries, theatre groups, 
museums, and a wide range of charitable organizations. Its collection of historic fashion, ethnic clothing, and flat textiles 
ranging in date from circa 1800 to 1985 has grown significantly.  
 
Original Costume Museum Society  
PO Box 39146 
Point Grey RPO 
Vancouver, BC  V6R 4P1 
604-872-1230 
info@ocms.ca / www.ocms.ca 
                                                                                  
 
SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE 
Was this newsletter forwarded to you? You can subscribe to receive the Original Costume Museum Society 
Newsletter by:  
* Sending an email to damozel@shaw.ca with the subject line "subscribe OCMS newsletter" and your name in the body of 
the message. 
 
To remove your name from this email list, please send an email to damozel@shaw.ca with the subject line "unsubscribe 
OCMS newsletter" and your name in the body of the message. 
 
You are receiving this email as a service of the Original Costume Museum Society. We do not rent, exchange, sell or give 
this email list to any other organization. If you have any questions about your privacy, please call 604-599-4181 or email 
damozel@shaw.ca 


