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OCMS NEWS 
 
Putting on the Glitz 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Original Costume Museum Society joins me in wishing you a great 
summer. We are also preparing for a great Fall 2009 and you can see the results throughout this 
newsletter. 
 
Now is the time to mark your calendars for the programs and events occurring in the fall. Please 
see the schedule of events below, especially our first event of the season, “Putting on the Glitz: 
Hollywood Style, 1916-1946” which will take place the evening of October 1, 2009. It promises to 
be an even greater success than last year’s sold-out gala. You will want to see every glamorous 
detail of the historical fashion that evening, so get your tickets early. Seating will be assigned on a 
first come, first served basis. 
 
There is nothing like word of mouth when publicizing an event. Please tell your friends and family 
about “Putting on the Glitz” because the proceeds from this event will help fund so many of the 
OCMS activities throughout the year. Draw their attention to the details at the OCMS’s website 
http://www.ocms.ca 
 
Special thanks to “Glitz” Co-Chairs Maureen Attwell and Betty Done, silent auction coordinator 
Wendy Nichols, Publicity Committee members Ann Daskal, Krista Hoeberg, and S Lee, poster 
designer Nila Allat, newsletter editor Laura Offley, and showman extraordinaire Ivan Sayers and 
his corps of models. These are only a few of the people working hard to make the event very 
special. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you at “Putting on the Glitz” and all the other OCMS programs. 
 
Donna Bryman 
President 
 
 
Volunteers Needed 
 
Volunteers are needed to attend tables for 2-3 hour shifts for the OCMS at the following events: 
 
· Burnaby Lakes Antiques Fair, August 29 and 30, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
· Portobello West, August 30, 12:00 – 6:00 pm 
 
To volunteer, please phone Ann Daskal at 604-255-1595. 
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Date Your Ancestors 2 
 
Joyce Mogg, Past President of the former Canadiana Costume Museum in Victoria, BC, has put 
together a second "Date Your Ancestors" CD compilation of photos and fashion from 1920–1940. 
It is suitable for museums, archives, schools, libraries, genealogists, and theatre groups, etc. 
Cost is $10.00 plus shipping. To acquire a copy of the CD, contact Joyce at 250-385-3427.  
 
Button Button Has a New Address 
 
Colleen Miller’s button shop “Button Button” has moved. The new location is at 318 Homer Street, 
Vancouver, BC, 604-687-0067 email buttonbutton@telus.net website http://www.buttonbutton.ca 
 
                                                                   

OCMS EVENTS  

Thursday, October 1, 2009 
Putting on the Glitz: Hollywood Style, 1916-1946 
 
Join us as the Original Costume Museum Society rolls out the red carpet for this year’s 
fundraiser, “Putting on the Glitz: Hollywood Style, 1916-1946”. 
 
This gala dinner, historical fashion show and silent auction will take place Thursday, October 1 at 
the Hellenic Centre, 4500 Arbutus Street, Vancouver, starting at 6:00 pm. Last year’s fundraising. 
event, “Orient Expressed” sold out and was a 
huge success, so ensure your place and good 
seating, by buying your tickets early 
 
Ivan Sayers  will play the role of “director” for 
the evening’s entertainment, a deluxe historical 
fashion show. A noted Canadian fashion 
historian, he is well known locally for his stellar 
fashion presentations and witty commentary. 
Using a cinematic theme, Ivan will highlight the 
best of 20th century glamour and sophistication 
with a bevy of models re-creating the stylish 
look of 16 stars, from Mary Pickford to Betty 
Grable. As he states, “Hollywood connected 
people to the world of fashion and glamour. Our 
show will illustrate the well dressed lives of the 
most beautiful, the wealthiest women in the 
world, as seen on the screen.” 
 
Evening highlights will also include a three-
course dinner, a retro and fashion oriented 
silent auction, door prizes and a no-host bar. 
The fashion show runway will be elevated for 
great viewing. Guests are welcome to 
“glamourize” for the occasion. 

 

 

 
Location:  Hellenic Centre, 4500 Arbutus Street, Vancouver       
Time:  Doors open at 6:00 pm 
Cost:  $50 members / $60 non-members / $400 for a table of eight 
Tickets: Advance sale only. Ticket sales end September 23. For best seats, book early 
Purchase:  http://www.ocms.ca or at Lace Embrace Atelier, 219 East 16th Avenue, Vancouver 
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Sunday, November 8, 2009 
Old Bags: A Fashionable History of the Portable Poc ket, 1800-2000 
 
By carrying our spare change, keys, identification, cell phone, pens, and supermarket coupons, 
handbags perform a utilitarian function that helps coordinate our lives. Throughout history, the 
contents of handbags may have changed, but the desire to ornament them has not. Since ancient 
days, handbags have been made of the finest leathers and the richest cloths. Some bags have 
been designed to be discreetly dignified; others have been outrageously gaudy. Embellished with 
beads, ribbons, and even gold, they have also been embroidered, painted, and bejeweled.   
 
Join Ivan Sayers  as he presents a live fashion show and display covering the history and design 
of handbags over the last two hundred years and the place handbags have had in the fashionable 
woman’s wardrobe. 
 
Sunday, December 6, 2009 
The Heritage Baby Collection: Glimpses of Childhood  from the 19 th to Early 20 th Centuries 
 
In 2008, Joyce Maguire , Vancouver musician and youth choir director, bequeathed her 
important, massive collection of historical infant’s and children’s clothing and goods to the 
Original Costume Museum Society. With extraordinary enthusiasm, over many decades, she had 
collected christening gowns, bonnets, booties, sailor suits, pinafores, books, photographs, toys, 
games, nursery items, baby carriages, and more with special concentration on the Victorian and 
Edwardian eras.   
 
For this program, Ivan Sayers  selects some of the rarest and most precious items from this 
international collection in order to explore the changing mores of infancy and childhood and in 
order to pay tribute to an avid, generous collector. 
 
All programs (except “Putting on the Glitz”) are presented at 2:00 pm  
Hycroft, 1489 McRae Avenue, Vancouver 
Tickets available at the door: $20 person / $18 adult member / $10 student member 
General Admission 
 
                                                                  
 
EVENTS AROUND TOWN 
 
June 9 – August 29, 2009 
Once Upon A Time 
Surrey Museum 
 

 

Take your imagination on a fantastical journey through Europe’s 
medieval past to the days of castles, cathedrals and conquests. 
The Museum gallery comes to life as a medieval fair and village 
market circa 1000-1500 AD. 
 

Discover armour worn by knights, how to build a castle with 
drawbridge and catapult or keep time with an hourglass, and learn 
about food devoured at a messy medieval feast. Explore the myth 
and magic of the Middle Ages! 

On July 18, In celebration of the Once Upon a Time exhibit, bring 
your family and immerse yourselves in a colourful medieval- style 
faire. Explore the myth and magic of the Middle Ages as you enjoy 
medieval-themed crafts, games, films, music and more. See  
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demonstrations of spinning, weaving and other age-old arts. Dress as your favourite brave knight 
or fair lady, and beware of an impromptu raid by Vikings! 12:00 - 4:00 pm. All ages, by donation. 
 
Surrey Museum 
17710 - 56A Avenue, Surrey 
604-592-6956 
http://www.surrey.ca 
 
( - Extracted from the City of Surrey website) 
 
 
July 11, 2009 
Basket Weaving Workshop 
Surrey Museum 
 
Learn the ancient technique of basket weaving, and create your own hand woven basket to add 
to the beauty of your modern home. $10 supply fee. 
 
Must pre-register. 
1 session $42 (16+yrs)  
10:00 am - 5:00 pm / 418426 
Surrey Museum 
17710 - 56A Avenue, Surrey 
 
http://www.surrey.ca/Living+in+Surrey/Heritage/Heritage+Services+and+Facilities/Surrey+Museu
m/Summer+Textile+Programs.htm 
 
( - Extracted from the City of Surrey website) 
 
 
July 14 – December 23, 2009 
Dressed for Success  
Surrey Museum 
 
Explore the world of work through uniforms and fashions found in the workplace of the past. From 
stiff collars to thick wool suits, work attire was rarely comfortable. Clothing requirements on the 
job have changed a great deal over the decades. Bring your imagination to this exhibit and 
discover what you may have been wearing at work long ago when there were no casual Fridays. 
 
Surrey Museum 
17710 - 56A Avenue, Surrey 
604-592-6956 
http://www.surrey.ca 
 
( - Extracted from the City of Surrey website) 
 
 
July 14 –16, 2009 
Summer Spinning Workshop – Level 1 
Surrey Museum 
 
Spend relaxing and fun afternoons learning to spin wool on traditional spinning wheels. Take 
home your unique skeins of yarn for your knitting, crocheting or weaving projects. $10 supply fee. 
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Must pre-register 
3 sessions $45 (16+yrs)  
2:00 - 4:00 pm / 4183108 
Surrey Museum 
17710 - 56A Avenue, Surrey 
 
http://www.surrey.ca/Living+in+Surrey/Heritage/Heritage+Services+and+Facilities/Surrey+Museu
m/Summer+Textile+Programs.htm 
 
( - Extracted from the City of Surrey website) 
 
 
July 18 – 20, 2009 
BC Renaissance Festival 
Aldor Acres Farm, Fort Langley 
 
The Festival is an outdoor weekend gathering 
focused on recreating life as it was during the 
Renaissance using costumed actors.  
 
The storyline for this year’s festival is of King 
Henry VIII placing a warrant for the arrest of 
pirates in the year 1510. 
 
9:00 am – 9:30 pm 
Aldor Acres Farm 
24990 84th. Avenue (84th and 252nd) 
Fort Langley 
 

( - Extracted from the BC Renaissance Festival  website)  
 
 
July 25, 2009 
MSA Museum Society’s 40 th Anniversary Tea 
Trethewey House Heritage Site 
 

 

You’re invited to celebrate Abbotsford’s heritage with 
the MSA Museum Society’s 40th Anniversary with the 
theme “The 1920s”.  
 
Come in 1920s costume and be entered to win “Best 
Dressed”.   

Complimentary formal high tea served.  

1920s music and live entertainment. 
 

11:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Free 
Trethewey House Heritage Site 
2313 Ware Street, Abbotsford 
604-853-0313 

http://www.msamuseum.ca 

 
( - Extracted from the MSA Museum Society  website) 
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July 26, 2009 
Portobello West Fashion + Art Market 
Rocky Mountaineer Station 
 
Find your style at Portobello West market, the last Sunday of the month. Meet over 110 local and 
designers and shop for one-of-a-kind fashion and art in one of Vancouver's most impressive 
indoor venues. 
 
Created in 2006 and inspired by the famous 
artisan markets of Europe, Portobello West 
brings together Vancouver’s talented artists 
and designers in an eclectic and often 
surprising mix 10 months of the year.  
 
Come down and meet the designers, hear 
their stories and take home truly original 
garments, inventive and inspired accessories, 
unique and sublime jewelry or works of art 
that speak to you and who you are. 
 
Rocky Mountaineer Station  
1755 Cottrell Street, Vancouver 
http://www.portobellowest.com/ 

 
Photographer: Portobello West 

© Portobello West fashion and art market 

 ( - Extracted from the Portobello West website) 
 
 
August 1 – 3, 2009 
Brigade Days 
Fort Langley National Historic Site of Canada 
 
Meet dozens of fur trade period re-enactors as you explore the 
fort. Watch black powder demonstrations, and participate in 
activities and programs.  
 
Canoe brigade arrival at the waterfront on Sunday, August 2nd 
at 1:00 pm. 
 
9:00 am – 8:00 pm 
23433 Mavis Avenue, Fort Langley 
604-513-4777 
http://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/bc/langley/index_e.asp 
 
( - Extracted from the Parks Canada  website) 

 
© Parks Canada 
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August 11, 2009 
ExtraOrdinary 2009 Fundraising Gala 
Craft Council of BC 
 

 
 
On Tuesday evening, August 11, the Craft Council of BC will be marking the opening of the 
exhibit “Fibre, Naturally – Paper Like You Have Never Seen It Before”, with a fundraising gala – 
ExtraOrdinary 2009 – in the Concourse Gallery, Emily Carr University. 
 
Their Fine Craft silent auction, and ever exciting “Goblet Grab”, will be punctuated with dance 
performances by the Joe Ink Performance Society. All this, along with a sneak peek of wonderful 
fashions by Korean Hanji designers. 
 
Festivities start at 7:00 pm. 
Tickets: $60 Available at Crafthouse or phone 604-687-7270 
http://www.craftcouncilbc.ca 

( - Extracted from the Craft Council of BC website) 
 
 
August 12 –13, 2009 
Introduction to Nature Dying 
Surrey Museum 
 
Find out what nature provides to dye beautiful natural colours of yarn. Learn how to extract dye 
from plants, mordant yarn, and make a dye bath to create eco-friendly and unique skeins of yarn 
to use for your projects. $6 supply fee. 
 
Must pre-register. To register on-line click here  
2 sessions $30 (16+yrs)  
2:00 - 4:30 pm / 4183724 
Surrey Museum 
17710 - 56A Avenue, Surrey 
 
http://www.surrey.ca/Living+in+Surrey/Heritage/Heritage+Services+and+Facilities/Surrey+Museu
m/Summer+Textile+Programs.htm 

( - Extracted from the City of Surrey website) 
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August 18 –20, 2009 
Summer Spinning Workshop – Level II 
Surrey Museum 
 
Spend three afternoons honing your spinning skills. Spin beautiful wools, mohair, alpaca and silk 
blends, while learning how to fine-tune your fibre preparation and worsted and woollen spinning 
skills. $20 supply fee 
 
Must pre-register 
2 sessions $60 (16+yrs)  
2:00 - 4:00 pm / 4183724 
Surrey Museum 
17710 - 56A Avenue, Surrey 
 
http://www.surrey.ca/Living+in+Surrey/Heritage/Heritage+Services+and+Facilities/Surrey+Museu
m/Summer+Textile+Programs.htm 

( - Extracted from the City of Surrey website) 
 
 
August 19–22, 2009 
Gibson’s Landing Fibre Arts Festival  
 

 
Photo credit: Inge Hardman / Gibsons Landing 
Fibre Arts Festival 

Come to British Columbia's beautiful Sunshine 
Coast and explore the wonderful world of fibre.  
 
Whether you're an experienced fibre artist, keen 
novice or just appreciate high quality art and 
crafts, the Festival has lots to offer you, with 
workshops, exhibits, merchant and artisan 
markets, demonstrations and entertainment. 
 
Set amid spectacular mountain-to-sea scenery in 
picturesque Gibsons Landing, the Festival is 
known for its friendly atmosphere. Now in its ninth 
year, it has grown to become western Canada's 
leading fibre event. 

There is plenty to see and do – workshops, juried exhibit and sale, merchant mall, juried artisan 
market, entertainment, demonstrations, tours, and more. You'll find a wide range of fibre arts, 
including basketry, dyeing, knitting, quilting, needle arts, paper arts, rug hooking, spinning, 
weaving, and woodworking. 
 
Gibson’s Landing Fibre Arts Festival 
info@gibsonslandingfibrearts.com 
http://www.gibsonslandingfibrearts.com 

( - Extracted from the Gibson’s Landing Fibre Arts Festival website) 
 
 
August 29 – 30, 2009 
Burnaby Lake Antiques Fair 
Bill Copeland-Burnaby Lake Sports Centre 
 
In its eighth year, this major annual antiques extravaganza features over 250 tables and booths of 
antiques and vintage collectibles under one roof! This show has become a much-anticipated 
mecca for seasoned and novice collectors, designers and antiques enthusiasts alike, and 
features 60 select vendors from far and wide with a huge array of collectible items. 
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Bill Copeland-Burnaby Lake Sports Centre  
3676 Kensington Avenue, Burnaby 
General Admission $6 at Door • Children Under 13 Free with Adult Admission 
http://www.21cpromotions.com/burnaby_lake/index.html 

( - Extracted from the 21st Century Promotions website) 
 
                                                                   
 
 
NEW PUBLICATIONS 
 
Medieval Clothing and Textiles 5 
Editors: Robin Netherton and Gale R. Owen-Crocker 
Publisher: Boydell & Brewer 
 
The best new research on medieval clothing and textiles, drawing from a range of disciplines. The 
fifth volume of this annual series features several articles examining the interaction of medieval 
romance with textiles and clothing. 
 

 

French Gothic ivory carvings illustrating courtly romances 
reveal details of fashionable dress; the distinct languages of 
narrative poetry and Parisian tax records offer contrasting 
views of medieval embroiderers; and scenes from the Tristan 
legend provide clues to the original form of the earliest 
surviving decorative quilt.  
 
Other papers look at ecclesiastical attempts to restrict 
extravagance in secular women's dress, the use of clothing 
references to signal impending conflict in Icelandic sagas, the 
development and possible construction of the Tudor-era court 
headdress called the French hood, and the way Cesare 
Vecellio drew on both existing artwork and the Venetian 
image to present historical dress in his sixteenth-century 
treatise on costume. Also included are reviews of recent 
books on clothing and textiles. 
 
Contributors : Kate D’ettore, Sarah-Grace Heller, Thomas M. 
Izbicki, Paula Mae Carns, Sarah Randles, Melanie 
Schuessler, Tawny Sherrill 
 
( - Extracted from the Boydell & Brewer website) 

 
Release Date: March 2009 
Hardcover, 224 pages 
$60.00 
ISBN-13: 978 1 84383 451 9 
 
 
Victoria and Albert Museum of Childhood 
Author: Martha Pullen 
Publisher: Victoria & Albert Museum 
 
Continuing her commitment to spread heirloom inspiration throughout the world, Martha Pullen 
introduces her latest book, Victoria and Albert Museum of Childhood. 
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The third installment in Martha’s Favorite Places Series, this 
glorious book whisks the heirloom sewing enthusiast off to 
the museum in Bethnal Green, a borough in the East End of 
London, where England’s national childhood collections are 
housed. Authentic period children’s clothes of English and 
European provenance are presented in full-colour and 
detailed through the finer points of sewing to bring the 
intricacies of age-old needlework into the 21st century. From 
one of Prince Albert Edward’s dresses His Majesty wore in 
1843 to a silk puffing and lace hood that covered a child’s 
head half a century later, each piece featured in this new 
book displays a level of finery that Martha has made her 
mission to perpetuate.  
  
This breathtaking book is a tribute to the seamstresses who 
originally created each masterpiece and a treasure of 
sewing inspiration for generations to come.  

Hardcover, 144 pages 
ISBN-13: 978-0-9794090-7-3 
£20.00 
 
( - Extracted from the Victoria & Albert Museum Bookshop website) 
 
Have a great new publication to share? Send it to us! 
 
                                                                   
 
 WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 
 
LWSG – Langley Weavers’ and Spinners’ Guild 
 
The Guild was formed in 1971 under the sponsorship of the Langley Arts Council.  It promotes, 
educates, encourages, inspires and improves the skills of our members in spinning, weaving, 
dyeing, felting and knitting.��

The purpose of the guild is to go out into the community to promote their art by demonstrating or 
giving workshops or exhibiting their work. They provide opportunities to members to share 
knowledge, skills and ideas to further their artistic endeavors. They maintain an extensive library, 
which can be accessed by members; containing material related to all fibre arts promoted by the 
Guild. They also maintain a Scholarship Fund available to members to encourage the pursuit of 
their art. 

http://www.lwsg.org/ 
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Your Wardrobe Unlock’d – The Costume Maker’s Compan ion 
 
This unique website updates monthly with at least seven 
new Masterclasses and articles about fine costume making. 
 
Most of the content is original and unavailable anywhere 
else, written by the best sewing hands and minds working 
across the globe today. 
 
They also unearth the most relevant sections of rare period 
books, allowing you and apprenticeship with directly with the 
Victorian experts. 
 
They have a private forum too, in which can be discussed 
home sewing and professional trade secrets in a safe 
environment. 
 
( - Extracted from the Your Wardrobe Unlock’d website) 
 
http://www.yourwardrobeunlockd.com/ 
 

 

 
Have a great costume or vintage clothing website to share? Send it to us! 
 
                                                                   
 
 
The Original Costume Museum Society has been working towards the creation of a museum of historic fashion and 
fabric arts since 1992. During that time its members have produced exhibitions at numerous museums in the Lower 
Mainland of British Columbia and on Vancouver Island. Its members have presented historic fashion shows and 
educational programs about the history of fashion at trade schools, colleges, universities, libraries, theatre groups, 
museums, and a wide range of charitable organizations. Its collection of historic fashion, ethnic clothing, and flat textiles 
ranging in date from circa 1800 to 1985 has grown significantly. 
 
Original Costume Museum Society 
PO Box 39146 
Point Grey RPO 
 

Vancouver, BC V6R 4P1 
604-872-1230 
info@ocms.ca / www.ocms.ca

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE 
Was this newsletter forwarded to you? You can subscribe to receive the Original Costume Museum Society 
Newsletter by: 
* Sending an email to damozel@shaw.ca with the subject line "subscribe OCMS newsletter" and your name in the body of 
the message. 
 
To remove your name from this email list, please send an email to damozel@shaw.ca with the subject line "unsubscribe 
OCMS newsletter" and your name in the body of the message. 
 
You are receiving this email as a service of the Original Costume Museum Society. We do not rent, exchange, sell or give 
this email list to any other organization. If you have any questions about your privacy, please call 604-599-4181 or email 
damozel@shaw.ca 


