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OCMS NEWS 
 
Putting on the Glitz 
 
Don’t forget that October 1st is the date of this year’s fundraiser, “Putting on the Glitz: Hollywood 
Style 1916-1946”. Tickets are going fast, and all tickets must be purchased by September 23. 
This is your last chance to purchase tickets. For more info, see the OCMS Events section of this 
newsletter. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
New! OCMS Tote Bags 
 
Stylish and practical, the Original Costume Museum Society’s new tote bags are perfect for 
carrying your lunch, your shoes, or sundries. Get one for yourself and get others as gifts for your 
fashion-conscious friends. They are also a useful and an environmentally friendly way to wrap 
holiday gifts. 
 
The tote bag features an 1870s bustled dress imprinted in gold on the front. Made of ethically 
sourced, recycled, non-woven polypropylene that is laminated on the front and back panels, the 
bag measures 9.5” wide x 12“ high. 
 
Receive a free tote bag with each $10.00 donation to the OCMS.* You will support the ongoing 
efforts of the OCMS as we work towards the establishment of a museum about the history of 
fashion, ethnic costume, and textiles. Tote bags will be available at all OCMS events or contact 
info@ocms.ca. * Due to the high value of the tote bags, tax receipts will not be issued for these donations. 
 
OCMS on Facebook 
 
Become a Fan of the Original Costume Museum Society on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Original-Costume-Museum-Society-
OCMS/142926012736?ref=mf 
 
Do You Have Footwear by Fox & Fluevog? 
 
The Museum of Vancouver is planning an exhibition about Fox & Fluevog, which is opening mid-
May 2010 and closing at the end of September 2010. The MOV is borrowing shoes, design 
sketches, and advertising material from Peter Fox, John Fluevog, and Ken Rice (the Fox & 
Fluevog clogmaker). The museum would also like more examples of men’s and women’s shoes 
and boots labeled Fox & Fluevog from the 1970s era, especially the early 1970s. 
 
Anyone who is willing to lend Fox & Fluevog shoes or boots to this exhibition should contact the 
Director of Collections and Exhibitions, Joan Seidl at 604-730-5316 or 
jseidl@museumofvancouver.ca 
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Thank You Portabello West and the Burnaby Antiques Fair 
 

 
Wendy Nichols, Vice-President of the OCMS, and a visitor 
to the OCMS’s booth at Portabellow West, August 29, 2009 

The very popular Portabello West is a one-
Sunday-a-month, May-to-December market 
featuring local fashion designers and 
craftspeople. The Burnaby Antiques Fair is 
about the value of vintage items. That is why 
they are perfect places for the Original 
Costume Museum Society to promote its 
programs and its vision of establishing a 
museum. 
 
Fortunately, the OCMS has been provided with 
gratis tables at each of these events. The 
support of Stephanie Smith, the coordinator at 
Portabello West, and Renee Lafontaine of 21st 
Century Promotions, the coordinator at the 
Burnaby Antiques Fair, is greatly appreciated. 

                                                                   

OCMS EVENTS  

Thursday, October 1, 2009 
Putting on the Glitz: Hollywood Style, 1916-1946 
 
Join us as the Original Costume Museum Society rolls out the red carpet for this year’s 
fundraiser, “Putting on the Glitz: Hollywood Style, 1916-1946”. 
 
This gala dinner, historical fashion show and silent auction will take place Thursday, October 1 at 
the Hellenic Centre, 4500 Arbutus Street, Vancouver, starting at 6:00 pm. Last year’s fundraising. 
event, “Orient Expressed” sold out and was a 
huge success, so ensure your place and good 
seating, by buying your tickets early 
 
Ivan Sayers  will play the role of “director” for 
the evening’s entertainment, a deluxe historical 
fashion show. A noted Canadian fashion 
historian, he is well known locally for his stellar 
fashion presentations and witty commentary. 
Using a cinematic theme, Ivan will highlight the 
best of 20th century glamour and sophistication 
with a bevy of models re-creating the stylish 
look of 16 stars, from Mary Pickford to Betty 
Grable. As he states, “Hollywood connected 
people to the world of fashion and glamour. Our 
show will illustrate the well dressed lives of the 
most beautiful, the wealthiest women in the 
world, as seen on the screen.” 
 
Evening highlights will also include a three-
course dinner, a retro and fashion oriented 
silent auction, door prizes and a no-host bar. 
The fashion show runway will be elevated for 
great viewing. Guests are welcome to 
“glamourize” for the occasion. 
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Location:  Hellenic Centre, 4500 Arbutus Street, Vancouver       
Time:  Doors open at 6:00 pm 
Cost:  $50 members / $60 non-members / $400 for a table of eight 
Tickets: Advance sale only. Ticket sales end September 23. For best seats, book early 
Purchase:  http://www.ocms.ca or at Lace Embrace Atelier, 219 East 16th Avenue, Vancouver 
 
 
Sunday, November 8, 2009 
Old Bags: A Fashionable History of the Portable Poc ket, 1800-2000 
 
By carrying our spare change, keys, identification, cell phone, pens, and supermarket coupons, 
handbags perform a utilitarian function that helps coordinate our lives. Throughout history, the 
contents of handbags may have changed, but the desire to ornament them has not. Since ancient 
days, handbags have been made of the finest leathers and the richest cloths. Some bags have 
been designed to be discreetly dignified; others have been outrageously gaudy. Embellished with 
beads, ribbons, and even gold, they have also been embroidered, painted, and bejeweled.   
 
Join Ivan Sayers  as he presents a live fashion show and display covering the history and design 
of handbags over the last two hundred years and the place handbags have had in the fashionable 
woman’s wardrobe. 
 
 
Sunday, December 6, 2009 
The Heritage Baby Collection: Glimpses of Childhood  from the 19 th to Early 20 th Centuries 
 
In 2008, Joyce Maguire , Vancouver musician and youth choir director, bequeathed her 
important, massive collection of historical infant’s and children’s clothing and goods to the 
Original Costume Museum Society. With extraordinary enthusiasm, over many decades, she had 
collected christening gowns, bonnets, booties, sailor suits, pinafores, books, photographs, toys, 
games, nursery items, baby carriages, and more with special concentration on the Victorian and 
Edwardian eras.   
 
For this program, Ivan Sayers  selects some of the rarest and most precious items from this 
international collection in order to explore the changing mores of infancy and childhood and in 
order to pay tribute to an avid, generous collector. 
 

All programs (except “Putting on the Glitz”) are presented at 2:00 pm 
Hycroft, 1489 McRae Avenue, Vancouver 

Tickets available at the door: $20 person / $18 adult member / $10 student member 
General Admission 

 
                                                                  
 
EVENTS AROUND TOWN 
 
September 22, 2009 
Boro Boro Cloth –  A Lecture by Heather Cameron 
Textile Arts Guild of Richmond 
 
Heather Cameron – an artist and art therapist trained at the Ontario College of Art and Design 
and the Kutenai Art Therapy Institute, will be talking about “boro boro cloth”, a Japanese term 
referring to textiles that have been used or worn to tatters, then extensively repaired and used far 
beyond their normal expected life cycle. 
 
Textile Arts Guild of Richmond 
604-274-8084 
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September, October, November 2009 
Maiwa Textile Symposium 
Maiwa Handprints Ltd. 
 

 

One of the most comprehensive textile events in the world with 
14 lectures, 38 workshops, and five events. 
 
Lecture topics include “The True Miracle Fibres: Natural 
Threads of the World” by Charllotte Kwan, and “Women’s Work: 
The First 20,000 Years” by Elizabeth Barber. 
 
Workshops include such topics as “Cambodean Dyeing 
Traditions”, “Andean Knitting”, “Bookbinding” and “The Art of 
Embroidery”. 
 
Dates, locations and times vary 
For more information, contact 
Maiwa Handprints 
604-669-3939 

http://www.maiwa.com/symposium/index.html 

 
( - Extracted from the Maiwa Handprints  website) 

 
 
September 28 – October 3, 2009 
BC Fashion Week  
 

Twice each year, concurrent with the two annual fashion seasons, the entire industry comes 
together to present ready to wear lines to a focused target audience. Globally recognized as 
"Fashion Week", these events are scheduled in many major fashion centres around the world. It 
is an opportunity for the entire industry to collectively showcase the upcoming seasons collections 
to trade buyers (retailers, buying houses, distributors, wholesalers, agents, potential franchises), 
the media and individual buyers. 

www.bcfashionweek.com 

( - Extracted from the BC Fashion Week website) 
 
 
September 30, 2009 
Vancouver Community College Graduate Fashion Show 
Rocky Mountaineer Station 
 
Vancouver Community College’s graduate fashion show, “Fiat Mode XXII” is an evening gala 
featuring VCC's recent fashion design graduates. 
 
Rocky Mountaineer Station 
1755 Cottrell Street, Vancouver 
Doors open at 7:00 pm and show starts at 8:00 pm.   
General seating tickets: $30.00, and $20.00 for students with ID. 
http://www.vcc.ca/fashionshow/  
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November 3 – 8, 2009 
Vancouver Fashion Week  
 
Vancouver Fashion Week is recognized as a global platform for established and upcoming 
designers. Since its debut in 2000, Vancouver Fashion Week has become a much sought-after 
event for Canadian and International designers. VFW has gained a respectable reputation from 
its ability to showcase the fashion industry and accommodate multicultural designers 
successfully. Hailed as the West Coast's most prestigious industry event, Vancouver Fashion 
Week is committed to fostering the growth of designers and celebrating the fashion industry. 
 
http://www.vanfashionweek.com/ 
 
( - Extracted from the Vancouver Fashion Week website) 
 
                                                                   
 
 
NEW PUBLICATIONS 
 
Glamour: A History 
Author: Stephen Gundle 
Publisher: Oxford University Press 
 
Glamour is one of the most tantalizing and bewitching aspects of contemporary culture - but also 
one of the most elusive. 
 

 

The aura of celebrity, the style of the fashion world, 
the vanity of the rich and beautiful, and the publicity-
driven rites of café society are all imbued with its 
irresistible magnetism. But what exactly is glamour? 
Where does it come from? How old is it? And can 
anyone quite capture its magic?  
 
Stephen Gundle answers all these questions and 
more in this first ever history of the phenomenon, 
from Paris in the tumultuous final decades of the 
eighteenth century through to Hollywood, New York, 
and Monte Carlo in the twentieth and twenty-first 
centuries, from Napoleon to Marlene Dietrich and 
Marilyn Monroe, from Beau Brummell to Gianni 
Versace.  
 
Throughout, the book captures the excitement and 
sex appeal of glamour while exposing its 
mechanisms and exploring its sleazy and 
sometimes tragic underside. As Gundle shows, 
while glamour is exciting and magnetic, its promise 
is ultimately an illusion that can only ever be partially 
fulfilled. 
 
( - Extracted from the Oxford University Press  website) 

 
Release Date: July 16, 2009 (new in paperback) 
Hardcover / Paperback 496 pages 
$35 / $27.95 
ISBN-13: 978-0-19-921098-5 
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The Art of Dress: Clothes Through History, 1500 – 1 914 
Author: Jane Ashelford 
Publisher: National Trust Books 
 
The clothing worn in the past affords an invaluable insight into lifestyles that have disappeared 
forever. Choice of dress has always been affected by numerous influences – social and 
economic, artistic and technical – and of course, the vagaries of individual taste. 
 
In this delightfully illustrated book, a unique account is 
offered of the history of dress over four centuries. 
Drawing on the rich resources of Britain's National 
Trust properties, which include numerous costume 
and textile collections, revealing painted portraits, and 
extensive documentation in the form of family 
correspondence, diaries, and household papers, Jane 
Ashelford goes beyond a mere chronicle of cut, shape, 
and decoration. She looks at the social aspects of 
dress - how styles were conveyed, how and where 
materials and clothing were purchased, and what 
people wore at all levels of society and at all ages, 
from swaddling bands to widow's weeds. Many 
remarkable ensembles are seen here, often for the 
first time, in spectacular photographs specially 
commissioned from Andreas von Einsiedel.  

 
Release Date: August 17, 2009 (re-release of out-of-print book) 
Softcover, 320 pages 
978-1905400799 
£16 
 
( - Extracted from The National Trust Bookshop and Chapters.ca websites) 
 
Have a great new publication to share? Send it to us! 
 
                                                                   
 
 WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 
 
Canadian Quilters’ Association 
 
Formed in 1981, the aims and objectives of the association are: to promote a greater 
understanding, appreciation, and knowledge of the art, techniques, and heritage of patchwork, 
appliqué and quilting; to promote the highest standards of workmanship and design in both 
traditional and innovative work; and to foster cooperation and sharing among quilt makers across 
the country. 
 
http://www.canadianquilter.com/ 
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Commercial Pattern Archive 
 
The University of Rhode Island has created The Commercial Pattern Archive, CoPA, an active 
database of over 46,000 sewing patterns with digital images of garments and pattern piece 
schematics from 1868 - 2000. The catalog can be searched by year(s), garment type age and 
gender, pattern company, occasion and keyword such as designer and garment terminology. 
 
There are several collections from the States, Canada and the UK represented in the database 
which functions like a Union Catalog of pattern collections. The archive has over 30,000 patterns 
cataloged in CoPA; 90% of the collection is scanned. Additional materials include and extensive 
collection of tailoring journals, fashion periodicals, pattern catalogs and books related to making 
garments and dating from the mid-19th century. 
 
The Commercial Pattern Archive is an official project of Save America's Treasures.  
 
( - Extracted from the University of Rhode Island website)  
 
http://www.uri.edu/library/special_collections/COPA/index.php 
 
 
 
Have a great costume or vintage clothing website to share? Send it to us! 
 
                                                                   
 
 
The Original Costume Museum Society has been working towards the creation of a museum of historic fashion and 
fabric arts since 1992. During that time its members have produced exhibitions at numerous museums in the Lower 
Mainland of British Columbia and on Vancouver Island. Its members have presented historic fashion shows and 
educational programs about the history of fashion at trade schools, colleges, universities, libraries, theatre groups, 
museums, and a wide range of charitable organizations. Its collection of historic fashion, ethnic clothing, and flat textiles 
ranging in date from circa 1800 to 1985 has grown significantly. 
 
Original Costume Museum Society 
PO Box 39146 
Point Grey RPO 
 

Vancouver, BC V6R 4P1 
604-872-1230 
info@ocms.ca / www.ocms.ca

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE 
Was this newsletter forwarded to you? You can subscribe to receive the Original Costume Museum Society 
Newsletter by: 
* Sending an email to damozel@shaw.ca with the subject line "subscribe OCMS newsletter" and your name in the body of 
the message. 
 
To remove your name from this email list, please send an email to damozel@shaw.ca with the subject line "unsubscribe 
OCMS newsletter" and your name in the body of the message. 
 
You are receiving this email as a service of the Original Costume Museum Society. We do not rent, exchange, sell or give 
this email list to any other organization. If you have any questions about your privacy, please call 604-599-4181 or email 
damozel@shaw.ca 


