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The OCMS is pleased to announce that we have a newly designed website. With great thanks to
James Rogers for his hard work. Be sure to visit us at http://www.ocms.ca

Volunteer Sewers Needed

The OCMS is still in need of sewers to sew garment bags to house the garments in our collection.
Materials will be provided. If you are interested, please contact Betty Done at 604-224-9357.

OCMS EVENTS

Sunday, March 14, 2010

Fashions for Amazons: Sports Clothing for Women, 185

As the Olympic spirit continues, the world sees
women competing in many sporting events, but
being excluded from others (like ski jumping). It
is interesting to remember a time when women
were expected not to participate in any sport
that required serious physical effort. Sports
were seen as manly and far too rugged for the
delicacy of a woman'’s constitution.

Other than riding habits, which were usually
inspired by men’s riding clothing, women had
few garments designed specifically for athletic
pastimes until the 1860s, when walking
costumes first appeared. In the following
decades costumes for swimming, skating,
tennis, golf, and other sports came into popular
use.

Join fashion historian lvan Sayers as he
presents a display and slide show about
Victorian sports costumes for women, which
will be followed by a historical fashion show of
original women’s sportswear of the twentieth
century.
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Os to 1950s

Sunday, March 14 at 2:00 p.m.
Hycroft
1489 McRae St.,
Vancouver

Tickets available at
the door:
$18 OCMS member,
0 OCMS student member,
$20 non-member,
general seating
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Sunday, April 18, 2010
European Haute Couture: Traditions of Excellence

The haute couture industry was begun by Charles Frederick Worth in mid-nineteenth century
Paris. Worth promoted the use of the finest fabrics in the world that were cut with technical
precision and then sewn and decorated by experts. Each garment was one-of-a-kind and created
to the highest standards of workmanship.

Twentieth-century haute couture maintained those high expectations, but politics and economics
forced the industry to broaden its market by creating ready-made garments and even by selling
design rights to mass manufacturers. The best of the ready-to-wear products formed what came
to be known as “confection.”

Claus Jahnke and Ivan Sayers, avid collectors and historians of fashion, will present a history of
European haute couture. Using original garments by Worth, Dior, Chanel, Balenciaga, and
others, they will illustrate haute couture’s intensive construction techniques, which make the
inside of a garment as beautiful as the outside.

Sunday, May 16, 2010
Zonda Nellis: Vancouver’'s Weaver of Fashion

Zonda Nellis , the iconic designer who helped put Vancouver on the international fashion map,
recounts the history of her fashion design house and her thoughts on the aesthetics of dress. Her
devotion to weaving superior fabrics, her creation of simple, elegant garments that display her
hand-woven textiles to their best advantage, and the application of special treatments to ready-
made fabrics that give the cloth a recognizably “Zonda Nellis touch” have all contributed to her
rise to fashion design stardom.

Ms. Nellis’s talk will be augmented with a slide presentation and a display of original garments
that reveal the designer’s love of weaving and her respect for woven cloth.

All programs are presented at 2:00 pm
Hycroft, 1489 McRae Avenue, Vancouver
Tickets available at the door: $20 person / $18 adult member / $10 student member
General Admission

EVENTS AROUND TOWN

March 12 — 14, 2010
Fraser Valley Bead & Jewellery Show

BC's premier bead and jewellery extravaganza! Nearly 50 artists and vendors gather from all over
North America to offer the perfect shopping experience for the bead and jewellery fanatic. Check
out the glass bead making demos, take a bead or jewellery class, and spend a weekend
surrounded by those fascinating little baubles that have been around since mankind's earliest
beginnings.

Executive Inn

405 North Road, Coquitlam
Admission: $7, children under 12 free
fvbeadshow@gmail.com
http://www.fraservalleybeadshow.ca
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January 16 — March 21, 2010
Plastic Fantastic: Men’s & Women'’s Clothing from th e 1960s
Langley Centennial Museum

For this exhibit, lvan Sayers is teaming up with

f Eonehy Featuring the collections of fellow collector Claus Jahnke. “The 1960’s was
% a decade of extremes,” lvan said. The exhibit
will divide the decade into three sections. The
early period, which lvan refers to as the
“Bouffant” period, covers approximately 1960-
1964, and moves from the modesty of the

1950’s to the mods of the mid-1960’s.

In the mid-1960’s — the second section of the
. exhibit referred to as “the Carnaby period, 1965-
P'-as.r'c 1968” - fashions changed dramatically and an
exaggerated youthfulness became the norm.
Fm"‘ T Men'’s clothing became slimmer and slimmer,
89 'c portraying an adolescent rather than the adult

physique that had previously been sought after.

16 - :
J:,“c‘,',‘?{_ 2010 Women'’s clothing became looser and dresses

became shorter and shorter and shorter . . .
Compared to the more mature look of the
1950's and early 1960’s, women'’s fashions
became increasingly girlish.

Men’s & Women's This evolution of contrived fashion suddenly
« Clothing from the changed in the late 1960’s when the counter
culture - the hippies - created a new set of rules
Rl cure about fashion, costume, and dress. The last
section of the exhibit deals with this drastic
period from 1968-1970. The hippies saw

Langley Centennial Museum
9135 King Street, Fort Langley

604, 8883922 langleymuseum. ong tol.ca

themselves as the “fantastic” people — real people dressing to depict the concerns of their
generation and showing the beauty of the natural rather than the wonders of technology and
science, and loathed what they referred to as “plastic” people — those tied to their traditional
economic and social spheres.

Ivan will again be bringing both his high-end and quirky fashions to the museum, including names
like Christian Dior, Rudi Gernreich, and Mary Quant.

Langley Centennial Museum & National Exhibition Centre

9135 King Street, Fort Langley

604-888-3922

information@langleymuseum.org
http://www.langleymuseum.org/whats-new.asp?ID_Articlelndex=112

( - Extracted from the Langley Centennial Museum website)

March 24, 2010
“42" Street” Art Deco Film Night with Special Guest Dal R ichards
Heritage Vancouver Society

Heritage Vancouver and the Vancity Theatre are pleased to launch their first ever Art Deco Film
Night. Take a walk back in time with Vancouver’s own Dal Richards to 1933 when “42nd Street”
hit Vancouver theatres. Discover the impact this film had on Dal personally, and on Vancouver’s
music and theatre scene. After the 35mm film print screening, plan to mix and mingle, chat about
the movie and enjoy a no-host bar.
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6:45 pm to 9:45 pm

Vancity Theatre

1181 Seymour Street (at Davie),
Vancouver

Admission: $10;

VIFC Membership $2

info@heritagevancouver.org
http://www.heritagevancouver.org

( - Extracted from Heritage Vancouver &
Vancouver International Film Festival
websites)

March 26 — 27, 2010
Fibres West
Abbotsford Exhibition Park

The 2™ Annual Fibres West focuses on education and inspiration for all fibre artists. This year,
there will be the Vendor Market in the main hall and goodies galore from local BC businesses.

Classes in spinning, weaving, felting, drop spindle spinning,
knitting, silk fusion and kids felting. Free lectures in the main hall:
Kim Werker on blogging, flickr and all the new web tools for
communicating about our fibre obsessions; Kim McKenna “Dye
Studio in a Pot”; and Caroline Sommerfeld on the “History of
Spinning” with special emphasis on the drop spindle. In addition
there will be the ever-popular door prize draw, a cafe area and lots
of demos by expert vendors.

( - Extracted from the Fibres West website)

AgRec Building, Abbotsford Exhibition Park Grounds

1755 Cottrell Street, Abbotsford

Admission is $7.50 for adults and $5.00 for students and seniors, children 12 and under free
Parking is free on the Exhibition grounds

info@penelopefibrearts.com

http://www.fibreswest.com

April 7-11, 2010
Vancouver Fashion Week

Vancouver Fashion Week is recognized as a global platform for established and upcoming
designers. Since its debut in 2000, Vancouver Fashion Week has become a much sought-after
event for Canadian and International designers. VFW has gained a respectable reputation from
its ability to showcase the fashion industry and accommodate multicultural designers
successfully. Hailed as the West Coast's most prestigious industry event, Vancouver Fashion
Week is committed to fostering the growth of designers and celebrating the fashion industry.

http://www.vanfashionweek.com
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April 13, 2010
The Show: Kwantlen Polytechnic University Annual Fa shion Show
Kwantlen Polytechnic University

River Rock Casino Resort Show Theatre
8811 River Road, Richmond

1:00 pm $15/ 3:30 pm $15/ 7:30 pm $30
Questions: Vanessa 604-599-2543
vanessa.fors@kwantlen.ca
http://www.kwantlen.ca/fashionshow/

May 17 - 23, 2010
Interlacement: A Fibre Symposium
Greater Vancouver Weavers & Spinners Guild

The Greater Vancouver Weavers & Spinners Guild is turning 75 in 2010. Join them to celebrate in
grand (fibre) style at “Interlacement - a Fibre Symposium”. Interlacement features workshops and
lectures with BC and international fibre artists at Capilano University, North Vancouver.

Greater Vancouver Weavers & Spinners Guild
604-257-8140
http://www.gvwsg.com/interlacement/

NEW PUBLICATIONS

English Embroidery in the Metropolitan Museum 1580-  1700: ‘Twixt Art and Nature
Authors: Andrew Morrall and Melinda Watt
Publisher: Bard Centre

Winner of the 2008 R.L. Shep Ethnic Textiles Book Award given by the Textile Society of
America.

This book centers around the Metropolitan Museum
ENGLISH EMBROIDE [\ Y of Art’s preeminent collection of embroidered objects
from The Metropolitan Museum from England’s late Tudor and Stuart eras. These

] y . - seventeenth-century embroideries, some eighty
works in all, include samplers, gloves, headgear,
purses, raised work panels, boxes and mirrors,
portrait miniatures, lavishly embroidered Bibles, and
a spectacular burse made to hold the Great Seal of
England.

In a series of essays the book explores the
important role of embroidery in the history of textiles
and decorative arts and also offers new insight into
the role of women in the production of decorative
arts. Expert scholars discuss embroidered
furnishings, fashion accessories, biblical narratives,
and pastoral imagery, to create a superb and
comprehensive overview of embroidery during this
tumultuous period in English history.

( - Extracted from the Yale University Press website)
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Release Date: January 27, 2009
Cloth, 308 pages

ISBN-13: 978-0300129670

$65 US

The Sunbonnet: An American Icon in Texas
Author: Rebecca Jumper Matheson
Publisher: Texas Tech University Press (Costume Society of America Series)

Pervasive and fashionable throughout westward expansion in the United States, the sunbonnet
endures as work dress in some regions and as icon just about everywhere—on quilts, dolls, and
children’s clothing. In 2003, Rebecca Matheson began to ask why.

Unlike the scant previously published work, this first
book-length study focuses on the twentieth century and
why this particular working-dress accessory persisted
long after it passed out of nineteenth-century fashion.
Surveying its previous history, Matheson pursues what
the sunbonnet reveals about twentieth-century
American fashion, culture, and ideals, as well as class-
and race-related issues. Detailing materials and
methods of sunbonnet construction and care, she also
addresses differences in sunbonnet design.

Enlivening the study’s fresh approach are oral histories
and arresting primary source images, such as
photographs by Dorothea Lange and sunbonnets from
American collections private and public, including the
Costume Institute of the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
the Texas Fashion Collection, and the Museum of
Texas Tech University. Literary context—fiction and
nonfiction—also enriches the text.

A resource for historians and other scholars in dress, American and women'’s studies, and
popular and material culture, The Sunbonnet should also enjoy wide appeal among collectors,
reenactors, and anyone drawn to this American icon.

Release Date: November 2, 2009
Paperback, 240 pages

ISBN-13: 978-0896726659
$29.99 US

( - Extracted from the Texas Tech University Press website)

WEBSITES TO VISIT
Red Carpet Retro

In a nod to Sunday’s 82" Academy Awards, and because we know you only watch the Oscar’s to
see the dresses on the red carpet, here is a link to Red Carpet fashions of yesteryear:

http://oscar.go.com/red-carpet/red-carpet-retro?cid=10 oscars landingCallout red-carpet
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1 Million Spiders Make Golden Silk for Rare Cloth

A rare textile made from the silk of more than a million wild spiders is on display at the American
Museum of Natural History in New York City.

To produce this unique golden cloth, 70
people spent four years collecting golden orb
spiders from telephone poles in Madagascar,
while another dozen workers carefully
extracted about 80 feet of silk filament from
each of the arachnids. The resulting 11-foot by
4-foot textile is the only large piece of cloth
made from natural spider silk existing in the
world today.

Read More
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2009/09/s

pider-silk/
(- Extracted from Wired magazine’s website. Article written by Hadley Leggett, September 23, 2009. Image AMNH/R)

The Costume Bank

Located in Surrey, BC, The Costume Bank is a new concept in wardrobe storage and rental for
theatre companies in the Lower Mainland and the province of BC. They offer convenient,
centralized storage and rental services for entire costume inventories. Rene Schindel does lots of
work with theatre, schools, non-profits etc., and specializes in helping them costume their works
with as little cost and hassle as possible.

For individuals who need new looks
for parties, conventions, etc., The
Costume Bank is the place. The
online catalogue is an ever-expanding
work in progress. There are over
10,000 pieces in the current collection
with more to come. Each inventoried
item is fully described and many have
photos.

http://www.thecostumebank.com

( - Extracted from The Costume Bank website)

The Original Costume Museum Society  has been working towards the creation of a museum of historic fashion and
fabric arts since 1992. During that time its members have produced exhibitions at numerous museums in the Lower
Mainland of British Columbia and on Vancouver Island. Its members have presented historic fashion shows and
educational programs about the history of fashion at trade schools, colleges, universities, libraries, theatre groups,
museums, and a wide range of charitable organizations. Its collection of historic fashion, ethnic clothing, and flat textiles
ranging in date from circa 1800 to 1985 has grown significantly.
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Original Costume Museum Society Vancouver, BC V6R 4P1
PO Box 39146 604-872-1230
Point Grey RPO info@ocms.ca/ WWW.0CMS.ca

SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE

Was this newsletter forwarded to you? You can subscribe to receive the Original Costume Museum Society

Newsletter by:

* Sending an email to damozel@shaw.ca with the subject line "subscribe OCMS newsletter" and your name in the body of
the message.

To remove your name from this email list, please send an email to damozel@shaw.ca with the subject line "unsubscribe
OCMS newsletter" and your name in the body of the message.

You are receiving this email as a service of the Original Costume Museum Society. We do not rent, exchange, sell or give

this email list to any other organization. If you have any questions about your privacy, please call 604-599-4181 or email
damozel@shaw.ca
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